
“Just wanted to share my thoughts on Philip  Pelletier’s show “One Night in Frogtown” as part of the Columbia 
Theatre’s Sunday afternoon “Rainy Months Series.” We had a VERY enthusiastic audience for this terrific 
performance. Philip's advance work teaching creative writing workshops with third and fourth graders in our 
schools was a great addition to the program, as was the donation of Frogtown book/CDs and "Diversity through 
Music!" materials to our local classrooms. I highly recommend it as part of a curriculum based program. As for 
the performance, it was a high energy treat that kept our audience engaged, and offered lots of opportunities for 
audience participation. In two words? Raucously delightful!!”

Gian Paul Morelli 
Executive Director 
Columbia Theatre Association for the Performing Arts 
PO 1026 Longview, WA 98632 
O: 360.423.1011 C: 360.270.6147 

The Frogtown Production received great reviews from students and faculty! The program was not only 
entertaining, but also educational and engaging. We have received great comments from parents who attended 
with their children. All the Frogtown books sold out and audience members are still asking for copies. It was nice 
to have the author on site to sign the Frogtown books. We loved the Production and eagerly await their return in 
the future. We loved working with Philip Pelletier and his accomplished group of artists!" Joyce Maddox-General 
Manager-Miramar Cultural Arts Center, Miramar, FL 

"Frogtown is a dynamic experience that showcases talent while teaching lessons in creativity, diversity, and 
possibilities. Our students enjoyed the music, story, animation, and the fun interaction with the performers. The 
presentation was of truly professional quality and had students laughing, clapping and screaming with joy. I 
would have Frogtown back in my school anytime and plan to keep all the different Frogtown books and CD's 
available in our library for years to come. Thanks again, I loved seeing the joy in my student's eyes!" Bob 
Daugherty - Principal - Periwinkle Elementary School Albany, OR 

"My family had such a wonderful time at your production last week at the Tower Theater. I spoke with you briefly 
after the performance about the possibility about coming back to Bend and performing for our elementary 
school. I would love to make this happen. Your book, music, play, performance was so inspirational to my 
girls...they LOVED it.....that I would love to share with other children and families in Bend!" 
Banni Bunting - PTA - Tower Theater - Bend, OR 

"Incredible, engaging, contagious, enjoyable, and FUN!!!! We enjoyed the program tremendously." Sincerely and 
Appreciatively, Karen M. Moyer-Yorkshire Elementary School - 1st Grade Teacher "WOW! What a fantastic 
performance! Our students were thoroughly enthralled with the music, costumes and special effects. I wish you 
could have seen the look of awe on their faces and hear their enthusiasm on the trip home! Thank you for 
making a difference." -Mrs. Wandress-Valley View Elementary - 2nd Grade Teacher "Thank you for an amazing 
show! My kindergartners loved the theater, the story, the characters, and the experience. Live music and the real 

“Dear Philip,

Thank you so very much for your beautifully creative mind.  From you came the amazing book/CD, "One Night in 
Frogtown", an innovative study guide and the incredibly exciting stage production of "One Night in Frogtown".  

The entire FROGTOWN package fit our program "Stage the Page" so seamlessly.  Given that "Stage the Page" is 
designed to improve students’ literary comprehension, increase their motivation to read, and provide a much-
needed introduction to the world of arts and culture, it felt as though you created FROGTOWN exclusively for us. 
And the story's themes of bullying, diversity and peer pressure could not be more relevant.

This year we distributed 500 book/CDs, one to every classroom in the district. (Thank you for making them 
available to us at cost!) 9,000 kids in kindergarten, first and second grades read the book in their classrooms and 
rocked out to the accompanying CD. The character of Tad was perfect for this age group in that they could identify 
with a young tadpole delivering this powerful message of inner strength and inclusiveness. 

FROGTOWN's study guide adapted easily to state standards, and teachers utilized it's unique, multi-sensory 
learning approach using multiple disciplines of literature, art, music, science, and physical education. The 
students' enthusiasm and engagement with FROGTOWN's music, story and message built throughout the year.

The FROGTOWN educational program culminated perfectly in the Grand Finale: 10 live stage performances of 
"One Night in Frogtown"! The show was a HUGE hit! With it's talented cast and dazzling visuals, it truly was a 
celebration of "Diversity  Through Music!" With exuberant receptions at each show and the compliments from 
teachers, this was the most exciting show we have presented yet! 

We look forward to having FROGTOWN return with your next production in the FROGTOWN series of Socially 
Conscious Entertainment. To you, and your talented cast and crew, a heartfelt THANK YOU from us at Performing 
Arts for Children!”

Sincerely,
Nada

Nada Seidon
President
Performing Arts for Children
http://www.pafcyork.org
performingartsforchildren@verizon.net
(717) 252-2477

EDUCATOR ENDORSEMENTS



 
         

       December 20, 2013 
Dear Philip Pelletier, 
 
 The day before winter break I asked our class what holiday music they 
would like to hear. Without hesitation they said that they wanted "One Night in 
Frogtown". They saw the performance in April and in December they still talk 
about what a great show it was and how they can’t help but dance and sing the 
songs. I commend you as an author of "One Night in Frogtown" book and 
performance! 
 
 Kindergartners, first graders, and second graders all were introduced to 
"One Night in Frogtown", as teachers integrated the book into their curriculum and 
explored the book’s themes of bullying, diversity and self-empowerment using the 
multiple disciplines of reading, art, music, science, technology and phys ed.  
 
After this immersion in multi-sensory learning, the kids were very excited to see 
the live show, and when they finally did, they experienced an incredible “outside 
the box” professional performance, with world-class performers, breath-taking 
visuals, beautiful costumes, and colorful animations. And they were really amazed 
that they saw the real author of the book on the stage! After the show kids went 
back and reread the book with fluency, expression, and genuine enthusiasm.  
 
 The quickest way to activate long term memory is make an emotional 
connection.  Your book and performance did just that. Kindergartners cried at the 
song, “Alone”, first graders rooted for Tad to continue on. Second graders loved 
that Tad stayed true to what he believes. Thank you Philip! Our kids now have a 
positive imprint for reading, as you made books come to life. Your program 
provided rich language, emotional connections, and was developmentally appropriate 
for elementary children. Everything a child needs to stay engaged with learning.  I 
can’t wait to see your next show!!  Thank you for all that you do! 
 
Sincerely, 
Lauren Rock 
Unified Arts Teacher 
York Academy Regional Charter School 

"Frogtown is a dynamic experience that showcases talent while teaching lessons in creativity, 
diversity, and possibilities. Our students enjoyed the music, story, animation, and the fun 
interaction with the performers. The presentation was of truly professional quality and had 
students laughing, clapping and screaming with joy. I would have Frogtown back in my school 
anytime and plan to keep all the different Frogtown books and CD's available in our library for 
years to come. Thanks again, I loved seeing the joy in my student's eyes!" 

Bob Daugherty - Principal - Periwinkle Elementary School Albany, OR 



The Frogtown Production received great reviews from students and faculty! The program was not 
only entertaining, but also educational and engaging. We have received great comments from 
parents who attended with their children. All the Frogtown books sold out and audience members 
are still asking for copies. It was nice to have the author on site to sign the Frogtown books. We 
loved the Production and eagerly await their return in the future. We loved working with Philip 
Pelletier and his accomplished group of artists!" 

Joyce Maddox-General Manager-Miramar Cultural Arts Center, Miramar, FL 

"My family had such a wonderful time at your production last week at the Tower Theater. I spoke 
with you briefly after the performance about the possibility about coming back to Bend and 
performing for our elementary school. I would love to make this happen. Your book, music, play, 
performance was so inspirational to my girls...they LOVED it.....that I would love to share with 
other children and families in Bend!" 

Banni Bunting - PTA - Bend, OR 

"Incredible, engaging, contagious, enjoyable, and FUN!!!! We enjoyed the program 
tremendously." Sincerely and Appreciatively,
Karen M. Moyer-Yorkshire Elementary School - 1st Grade Teacher 

"WOW! What a fantastic performance! Our students were thoroughly enthralled with the music, 
costumes and special effects. I wish you could have seen the look of awe on their faces and hear 
their enthusiasm on the trip home! Thank you for making a difference."
-Mrs. Wandress-Valley View Elementary - 2nd Grade Teacher 

"Thank you for an amazing show! My kindergartners loved the theater, the story, the characters, 
and the experience. Live music and the real author completed the experience for them!!"
-Jodie Wimer, Kindergarten Teacher-Conewago Elementary School-Northeastern School 
District 

"I LOVED the program! The show was interactive for the students. The upbeat tempo 
really was fun for the students. Having music in addition to the storytelling really reaches 
students with different learning modalities." 

"Great book, great songs, great message. And what a great show! Through the use of this 
book and CD, I was able to go deeper by extending lessons directed towards the 
importance of being open minded and embracing diversity rather than lacking tolerance/
acceptance and cultivating hate. And the show truly celebrated this message." 

"The students were completely engaged, had the opportunity to move, got to see an 
author LIVE, and heard various genres of music. Excellent experience!!! It was so hrilling 
to see their reactions!" 



"This was the best program I have taken a class to and I have attended many! 
The children loved the book, the music, and the presentation. Not only did they 
learn a lot about accepting others, they now talk about classical music and blues 
as if they are experts. And I thought it was fabulous that the author/composer 
was actually there and part of the performance." 

"The students were able to experience the many benefits of seeing a live 
performance. For many of my students, this was the first time that they have 
been to a play. They returned to school with an increased desire to listen to and 
play music, a high-level of energy towards reading with expression, and a greater 
understanding of diversity. -Thank you!" 

"It was a great program! The children have been listening to the CD that came 
with the book in Learning Labs and needless to say the Listening Lab became 
very popular as a result of this. The students were excited and kept engaged 
during the entire show as they connected the beautiful performance with their 
prior knowledge. This was our first and only field trip for this year and a very 
successful one too." 

"I love how this performance had 3 parts to it. This show kept the children's 
attention the entire time. The performers really understood how to engage 
students and encourage them to interact. They truly set the stage for students to 
participate with the Frogtown show!" 

"It was very interactive. The students really got into the movements and dancing. 
It also introduced the students to a variety of new music." 

"The students enjoyed the music and even began to sing along to the chorus as 
the song progressed. The songs reflected the mood of the story at that particular 
section and had helped students make connections." 

"My students were able to make associations to the tone of the music to how 
certain parts of the story were making the reader feel. For example, the song 
about being alone was slow and sad sounding. Also, the students were singing 
the words, and discussed what they actually meant in class conversations." 

"My students really enjoyed listening to the book and CD. We often incorporate 
music into our daily classroom lives, and this was another opportunity for us to 
do just that. During the production I was thrilled to observe my students with 
their eyes glued to the stage and dancing in their seats. Truly engaged." 

"I really enjoyed the entire show. I was pleased that the program stayed true to 
the book. My students really enjoyed the performance and are still talking about 
it and have re-read Frogtown more than any other book!" 



"The music and singing were fantastic. I liked the connection this story made to 
the various kinds of music and then for the children to see and hear it performed 
live was a wonderful experience. They really enjoyed the saxophone player and 
having the author read the story was an added bonus!" 

"I liked how the performance got the kids involved and moving. I think it was also 
great that the students were exposed to various types of music!" 

"What a great show and fantastic book! I even took it home to share with my own 
children." 

"I enjoyed the live music and the interaction of the cast with the children. The 
program was very age appropriate" 

"I thought the program was upbeat and relevant for the age. I wish it could have 
even been a little longer!" 

"The students loved the actual story. It was neat having the actual author there 
reading the story!" 

"I LOVE HAVING THE BOOK FOR THE STUDENTS TO CONTINUALLY READ. 
THEN WE COMPARE IT TO THE PLAY. THE MUSIC FOR THE CLASSROOM WAS 
SUPER!!" 

"The children loved that the author read the book during the performance." 

"The students enjoyed the whole show and were singing along to the songs." 

"The children love the interactive parts!" 

"Loved the music and how interactive it was. Enjoyed seeing how my students 
responded to it!" 

"The program was very upbeat and kept the students attention. It was interactive 
and the students got to participate with whole group response." 

"We love the live performance and they way the actors interact with the 
audience." "The program was very interactive for the students." 

"I liked how music was incorporated throughout the play and that the students 
were encouraged to participate." 

"My students enjoyed the music, the theatrics and lighting. It was a great 
experience for them to have the opportunity to meet an author!" 

"Lively and interactive!"



"Frogtown was the best show my class has ever experienced!" 

"The music was wonderful!" 

It was so nice to have the students participate in the songs." 

"This is a unique opportunity that many of my children have never experienced." 

"It brought reading to life." 

"I liked that this program included music as a big part of the show." 

"I thought it was great! The kids loved watching the story come alive! We 
listened to the music before we came to the show. The kids were familiar with the 
songs and could sing along." 

"I liked the way you presented the story, made it come to life, and the interaction 
with the students." 

"The interaction with the kids was wonderful. The program kept their attention 
the entire time." "I loved the music, the students really enjoyed it!"
"I loved the songs and cultural experience the students had from attending the 
show."
"Loved the music and the interactive aspects that were integrated into the 
program." 

"I like the live performance! I also like the author being there for the students to 
see." "I really enjoyed the live musicians and inclusion of the story with theater."
"I think it is a great opportunity for students to be exposed to the performing 
arts." "The show really interacts with the children and get them excited about 
books!" 

"The children loved the performance! And I enjoyed it immensely! "
"I loved the music and how motivated the students were to participate." 

"The Frogtown show was extremely interactive. I felt this was the most 
developmentally appropriate performance we have ever seen." 

"Loved the performers...very energetic and engaging."

"The songs and audience participation were SUPER!!!"

"The music and enthusiasm was very exciting. The story went well with the play." 

"I loved the student involvement!" 



"The kids loved the interaction and being able to participate!" "High energy 
performance and the kids related well." 

"The performers were incredible. This is the only experience most of my 
students have with the theater." 

"The music certainly kept the students attention and the actors were very 
engaging." "It is a different, fun way for the students to experience literature!"
"It was interactive... the kids loved that!"
"Student participation was excellent!" 

"I liked that the kids felt involved in the show. They were excited to move and 
interact while the show was going on." 

"I love the book connection and how the performers interact with the crowd." "I 
loved that the students were so involved."
"The different types of art & music introduced to the kids was wonderful!" "Very 
Engaging!" 

"My kids loved the interactive excitement of this program!" 

"I loved the integration of music to tell the story and having students exposed to 
a variety of musical genres, just as we do in literacy instruction with text 
genres." 

"I loved the live saxophone player and the musical nature of the program!" "This 
was a great experience for our students!" 

"I loved the program and the fantastic music! What a treat to have the author and 
the performers there, as well! Wonderful program!" 

More endorsements available upon request:

contact@frogtowncentral.com


